KALIGHAT.	2>09
past is perhaps nowhere better instanced than by Raja
Binaya Krishna Deb's recent work on the early 'history
and growth of Calcutta. Wherever our Hindu Gum has
European records to fall back on he is excellent, but just
where we should have expected a Hindu writer to help
us most, he fails us. His account of Kalighat is derived
fnainly from a work written nearly a century of years age
by an enthusiastic Baptist Missionary at Serampore.
According to Mr. Ward, the Missionary under contribution,
not only superstitious European ladies, but the Govern-
ment itself, were wont to do puja to Kali at Kaligh&t.
"Last week," writes Ward, * ka deputation from the Gov-
ernment went in procession to Kalighat and made a thank-
offering to this goddess of the fiindus in the name of
the Company for the success wnich the" English have
lately obtained in this country. Five thousand rupees
were offered. Several thousand natives witnessed the
English presenting their offerings to this idol."
One has only to recalLthe names of the actual rulers
in Bengal at the time, and -tlie whole legend appears in
its true light. Yarns of this - kind are very easily spun
and very easily credited by those who are, as Ward was,
"agin the Government."
The proprietors of the image "at Kalighat are, of course,
enormously wealthy. It has-been adorned with untold
wealth in gold and jewels' by great Hindu potentates
who have visited the shrine from all parts of India.
The Temple itself is squalid in the extreme and absolute-
ly devoid of architectural merit. On sacrificial days the
courts flow with the blood of the victims, and the visitor
must be cautious where he places his feet. In addition
to the central shrine, there are some other Hindu shrines
and a sacred tree of importance. .
If the reader has not gone to Kalighat by tram? but has
a carriage in readiness, he will perhaps drive on to the
Tollygunge Club, or regaining the Russa Road turn to the
right, and crossing the bridge, return to Calcutta through
AKpore. To his left in the Shahpore Road he will pas»
the house of Tipoo Sultan's descendants.
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